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Scholarship winners celebrated at dinner
Give Something Back 

Foundation gives gift 

of college education

AMANDA JARZYNSKI 
Assistant Editor

High school students and 
their families gathered May 
5 for a dinner hosted by the 
Give Something Back Foun-
dation at DiNolfo’s Banquets 
of Homer Glen.

The event honored fresh-
men from area schools — 
like Lockport Township 
High School, Joliet Central 
and West High Schools, and 
Providence Catholic High 
School — who received the 
GSBF Student Scholarship.

Bob Carr, founder of 
GSBF and 1963 graduate of 
LTHS, created the scholar-
ship to support students who 
would otherwise be unable 
to afford an education due 
to circumstances outside of 
their control. Students are 
chosen based on their high 
academic achievement, fi-
nancial need, strong charac-
ter, and participation in ex-
tracurricular, community and 
volunteer activities, accord-
ing to the GSBF website.

“I started it so kids who 
would not otherwise go to 
college could go and gradu-
ate,” Carr said during an in-
terview with The Lockport 
Legend.

Since 2003, GSBF has 
helped 247 students pay for 
college with the help of this 
scholarship. In its first year, 
there were only seven re-
cipients, but this year, 60 
students earned their place in 
the GSBF community.

The event at DiNolfo’s 
was not the first gathering, 
but it was undeniably the 
largest. Almost 700 people 
were in attendance.

“We’ve expanded the pro-
gram from Lockport Town-

ship High School to Will 
County,” Carr explained. 
“We want the students to un-
derstand the mission of the 
Foundation and what we ex-
pect of them.”

And what the Founda-
tion expects is hard work 
and dedication to studying. 
This is something that ev-
ery scholarship recipient has 
already displayed and now 
must maintain, he said.

Andrianna Martinez, se-
nior at LTHS and member 
of the GSBF Class of 2013, 
gave the new recruits some 
advice.

“Sometimes you want to 
give up because it seems like 
every force in the universe is 
against you,” she said. “But 
life is hard, and anything 
worthwhile is never easy.”

Since middle school, Mar-
tinez worked with the GSBF. 
She explained that the pro-
gram not only helped her 
financially, but also helped 
her develop useful skills and 

provided her with motivation 
to be the best she could be.

“It really helps shape you 
as a person,” Martinez said.

After receiving their schol-
arships, the ninth-grade stu-
dents are paired with men-
tors who guide them through 
high school until graduation, 
according to Carr.

“It’s been shocking to me 
that we’ve had so many vol-
unteers to be mentors,” he 
said. “It’s absolutely nec-
essary for this program to 
work. Many are [previous 
students], but also, there are 
policemen and teachers and 
people who are interested in 
the community.”

Participants at the dinner 
mingled with each other for 
a short time before dinner 
was served. Students also 
had their pictures taken by a 
professional photographer.

After dinner, GSBF 
alumni and student speak-
ers Dr. Noah Birch, Sergio 
Gonzales and Martinez of-

fered their personal advice 
to the new members. Then, 
keynote speaker Robert Nie-
haus, chairman and founder 
of GCP Capital Partners, ad-
dressed the audience.

Niehaus gave the new 
GSBF members four pieces 

FRESHMAN RECIPIENTS OF THE GSBF STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP FROM WILL COUNTY INCLUDE:

Joliet Catholic Academy
Paula Acosta

Sabrina Serna

Nathaniel Wascher

Joliet Central High School
Griselda Chavez

Janie Moreno

Lizbeth Perez

Joliet West High School
Petaine Ahonto

Natalie Alvarado

Caelan Bauter

Mireya Garcia

Melissa Gray

Lincoln-Way Central High School
Cameron Geigner

Lincoln-Way East High School
Hannah Nicholas

Lincoln-Way West High School
Sydney Butterfield

Katia Dabrowski

Amanda Doran

Erik Knutsen

William Paz-Ramirez

Alexis Williams

Lockport Township High School
Jennifer Duax

Richard Jesse

Sara Stell

Nicholas Sulich

Shea Walker

Providence Catholic High School
Emily Joos

Reed-Custer High School
Clirim Marku

Romeoville High School
Benedict Austriaco

Gianna Journigan

Andrea Norman

Anthony Quinn

Melissa Valladares

Please see GSBF, 10

Bob Tucker (right), associate director of the Give Some-
thing Back Foundation, greets guests Janet (left) and 
Jaclyn Dominici May 5 at a dinner celebrating GSBF schol-
arship recipients at DiNolfoʼs Banquets of Homer Glen. 
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Dylan Nagle, Milne Grove 

School third-grader

Dylan Nagle was selected as The Legend’s 
Standout Student based on his academic 
excellence. 

What is one essential you must have 
when studying and why?

I need it to be quiet so I can think.
What do you like to do when not in 
school or studying?

Play baseball
What is your dream job and why? 

Professional baseball player because 
I love baseball.

What is one thing people don’t know 
about you?

I hate chocolate.

Whom do you look up to and why?
My dad [and] my mom, because I 

want to be like them when I grow up.

Who is your favorite teacher  
and why?

Ms. Thorsen, because she’s nice.

What is your favorite class and why?
Music, because I get to play recorder.

What is one thing that stands out 
about your school?

It’s awesome because of everybody 
who works there.

If you could change one thing about 
school, what would it be?

Recess all day

What is your favorite thing to eat in 
the cafeteria?

Corndogs

What is your best memory from 
school?

Being chosen for this award

Standout Student is a weekly feature 
for!The Lockport Legend. Nominations 
come from Lockport area schools.
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Standout Studentof advice to help them on 
their journey through educa-
tion. He told them to, first, 
have a plan.

“Write down what your 
goals are, what you want 
from life, what you like to 
do and what you’re good at,” 
Niehaus said. “You can also 
eliminate what you don’t 
want to do, and don’t lose 
confidence if the first path 
you take isn’t the right one.”

Next, he encouraged them 
to be “rigorous” with their 
studies.

“Don’t waste this gift,” he 
said. “Increase your knowl-
edge, and make sure you 
come out with skills.”

Third, Niehaus asked the 
students to give back, even 
when they do not have much, 
because it is the right thing to 
do and will make them feel 
better, as people.

Last, Niehaus told the 
young members of the crowd 

to be tenacious and deter-
mined in their fields of work.

“Whatever you put your 
mind to, go after it hard,” he 
said. “Success in life does 
not go to the timid and the 
faint of heart. Go out, be 
bold, be determined, be re-
alistic and most importantly, 
always believe in yourself.”

The audience also heard 
from a few surprise speak-
ers — one of whom was U.S. 
Congressman Daniel Lipin-
ski of the 3rd Congressional 
District. He congratulated 
the scholarship recipients 
and praised their academic 
achievements.

“I know how critical it is 
— especially today — to get 
a college education,” he said. 
“All of you are being given 
that opportunity, and I know 
it didn’t come for nothing. 
You earned this scholarship 
through your hard work and 
dedication.”

GSBF
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